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the horizon was the Anglo-German situation; this looked
like a thunder-storm; therefore he had called this meeting
to consider it,64 In April the Kaiser had severely scolded
Metternich, among other things, for telling England that
Germany intended no new naval program in the future;
now it appeared that Tirpitz and the Kaiser were contem-
plating a supplementary navy law in 1912. Metternich
replied that he had been expressly authorized by the Kaiser
to speak as he had done, and that it was a pity he had not
been told sooner, if Tirpitz now had it in mind to ask in
. 1912 for a further increase of the navy. He closed the
letter with words which are as noble a tribute to his own
character, as they are a condemnation of the Kaiser and
his Admiral: "I am well aware that my attitude in the
naval question, in which I have followed my duty in report-
ing repeatedly that this is the question which chiefly poisons
our relations with England, does not meet the approval of
His Majesty, and also that the Secretary of the Navy attacks
my attitude in his talks with His Majesty. Naturally it
is not pleasant for the head of the Navy that our building
program and our relations to England depend on one an-
other. But I should be falsifying history, if I reported
otherwise than I do, and I cannot sell my convictions, even
for the favor of my Sovereign. Also I am doubtful whether
smooth and pleasant despatches, up to the point when we
suddenly find ourselves face to face with war with England,
would be a service to His Majesty." 65
In the meeting of June 3, Billow defended his Ambas-
sador against the unmerited criticisms of Tirpitz and the
Kaiser: "The first duty of His Majesty's representative
abroad is to report the truth and picture conditions as they
really are. He, Billow, would always stand behind an
Ambassador who did that, heedless of whether the unvar-
64 Protocol of the meeting of June 3, 1909; G.P., XXVIII, 168-176.
65 Metternich to Billow, June 2, 1909: GP., XXVIH, 167.